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should be ready for higher elevation
with only emergency travel through
next week, as roads will be deadly, as
citizens should stay in place.

FOX News is providing accurate cov-
erage.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———————

17"TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 2001
AUMF

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow
marks the 17th year since Congress
passed the 2001 AUMF, which has be-
come a blank check for endless war. I
would like to read part of the speech I
delivered on September 14, 2001, be-
cause these words remain true and rel-
evant today.

I said: “Mr. Speaker, I rise really
with a very heavy heart, one that is
filled with sorrow for the families and
the loved ones who were killed and in-
jured this week.

‘“September 11 changed the world.
Our deepest fears now haunt us. Yet I
am convinced that military action will
not prevent further acts of inter-
national terrorism against the United
States.

“This resolution will pass, although
we all know that the President can
wage a war, even without it. However
difficult this vote may be, some of us
must urge the use of restraint. Some of
us must say, let us step back for a mo-
ment. Let us just pause for a minute
and think through the implications of
our actions today, so that this does not
spiral out of control.

“I have agonized over this vote, but I
came to grips with it today. I came to
grips with opposing this resolution dur-
ing the very painful, yet very beautiful
memorial service. As a member of the
clergy so eloquently said, as we act, let
us not become the evil that we de-
plore.”

Now, 17 years later, I am asking my
colleagues to join me in repealing this
overly-broad resolution by cospon-
soring H.R. 1229.

——
0O 1215

HONORING FORMER
CONGRESSMAN JACK EDWARDS

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of former Congressman
Jack Edwards, who will celebrate his
90th birthday next Thursday.

Congressman Edwards’ service to his
beloved country started long before his
20 honorable years as a Representative
for Alabama’s First District.

As just a teenager, Jack left home
and pursued something larger than
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himself and enlisted in the Marine
Corps, where he later earned the rank
of sergeant.

Years later, Jack brought his mili-
tary background to the Halls of Con-
gress with the first wave of Alabama
Republicans.

Jack worked alongside five U.S.
Presidents during his time in office to
ensure that our national defense was
funded at the necessary levels, which
ultimately brought an end to the Cold
War and led to the dismantling of the
Berlin Wall in 1989.

But as a fiscal conservative, he never
shied away from speaking his mind
about ineffective programs that simply
needed to go.

Jack, you were a people’s champion
in these Halls, a wonderful mentor for
me, and I can only hope to be remem-
bered as you are. But more impor-
tantly, I am honored by your friend-
ship and your continued support. I look
forward to celebrating your 90th birth-
day with you next week.

———

COLORADO FLOODS

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, 5 years ago
this week, Colorado was struck by dev-
astating floods. From Fort Collins, to
Estes Park, to Lyons, to Boulder, doz-
ens of communities were hit with un-
precedented amounts of rain that gave
way to rivers and tributaries over-
flowing, with huge amounts of damage,
including the loss of eight lives.

When the floods came 5 years ago, we
committed to one another to be Colo-
rado strong and to rebuild.

I am proud to say that, in the years
since the flood, I have been amazed by
the resiliency of so many families. For
my family, it meant a flooded base-
ment and the loss of some of our treas-
ured family photographs we stored
there. For others, it upended their
lives.

Stu and Sarah Jane were new parents
to their 9-month-old daughter when the
flood waters demolished their house in
Fourmile Canyon. Shortly after receiv-
ing a reverse 911 call, the canyon gave
way. The family escaped to a firehouse,
and, after 2 days, a National Guard hel-
icopter flew in, transporting them to
safety.

There are so many stories of so many
Colorado families, and the smallest dif-
ference in circumstances would have
meant that many families wouldn’t be
alive today.

In the last 5 years, communities have
come together to repair roads, trails,
homes, and businesses. This resiliency
and grit that Coloradoans showed the
week of September 9 through Sep-
tember 16, 2013, as rains fell, was
matched only by the sense of commu-
nity and tenacity that took hold as the
waters subsided.
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HONORING MINNESOTA’S LAW
ENFORCEMENT

(Mr. EMMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor five incredible members
of Minnesota’s law enforcement, each
of whom is deservedly receiving the
FBI Director’s Award for Excellence:
Stearns County Deputy/Investigator
Dennis Kern, former Captain Pam Jen-
sen, retired Bureau of Criminal Appre-
hension Agent Ken McDonald, and Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation Special
Agents Shane Ball and Chris Boeckers.

Twenty-nine years ago, on October
22, 1l-year-old Jacob Wetterling dis-
appeared. Minnesota was left in shock
and horror. Our State hoped and
prayed for decades that Jacob would
return home.

Though unable to change the tragic
outcome of Jacob’s life, Deputy Kern,
Captain Jensen, Agent McDonald,
Agent Ball, and Agent Boeckers were
able to offer some peace and comfort
by apprehending Jacob’s murderer.

Mr. Speaker, words can’t adequately
express the gratitude that the
Wetterling family and all Minnesotans
have for the law enforcement who
never stopped searching for Jacob, who
never gave up.

To Deputy Kern, Captain Jensen,
Agent McDonald, Agent Ball, and
Agent Boeckers, on behalf of all Min-
nesotans, thank you and God bless you.

——

NEED TO PROTECT SOCIAL
SECURITY

(Mr. NORCROSS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I am
here to speak about the need to protect
Social Security.

Last year, the Republicans passed an
expensive tax scam that gave 83 per-
cent of the benefits to the top 1 per-
cent. This and the new tax scam 2.0
will add trillions to our deficit.

Now they are trying to use this mas-
sive deficit that they created to justify
cutting and dismantling Social Secu-
rity, all while a retirement security
crisis is looming to wreak havoc on
those who are going to retire over the
next decade.

One in three Americans have less
than $5,000—one in three have less than
$5,000—saved. Fewer have pensions. For
so many families who have worked
hard, played by the rules, Social Secu-
rity is all they will have. And Repub-
licans, they want to take it away.

Mr. Speaker, let’s build up Social Se-
curity, not dismantle it.

————

RECOGNIZING DOUGLAS LAUX

(Mr. DAVIDSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Mr. Douglas Laux of
Coldwater, Ohio.
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